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duction of a mild coryza.  After the second transfer in chickens,
the infection failed to transmit to other chickens.
My cop/as ma hyorhlnls
This is a small coccoid organism that was first described by
Switzer (1953a, b; 1954a). It frequently exhibits ring forms. No
filamentous forms have been observed. It is common in the nasal
cavities of swine, where it does not appear to cause any appre-
ciable damage. However, when it gains entrance into the body it
may produce an inflammation of various serous surfaces. The
most severe lesion is usually pericarditis but pleuritis, peritonitis,
and arthritis may occur. In many respects these lesions resemble
the disease syndrome that occurs in Europe and is referred to as
Glasser's disease. As yet no study of the possible role of this or-
ganism in cases of Glasser's disease in Europe has been reported.
Clinical observations suggest that turbinate atrophy may predis-
pose to invasion of this organism. The possibility of louse trans-
mission of this agent has been suggested by Willigan (1955).
This organism produces very small, smooth, glistening colonies
on suitable solid medium. These colonies have an indefinite central
elevation. This organism is slightly inhibited by the addition of
lactose, sucrose, dextrose, maltose, or mannite to the medium. It is
readily stained by Giemsa's stain. Satisfactory growth occurs in
an ox heart-chicken serum medium described by Switzer (1955)
or in a medium described by Edward (1947a). In addition, inocu-
lation of this organism into the yolk sac of 6- or 7-day-old chicken
embryos results in death of about half of the inoculated embryos
during 4 to 13 days' postinoculation. Embryos succumbing from
the seventh to thirteenth day postinoculation usually have pericar-
ditis. Giemsa stained smears of this pericardial exudate are suitable
for demonstration of the organism.
The primary mode of transmission of this organism is by in-
halation of infective aerosols. It has been found that baby pigs may
harbor the organism in their nasal cavities after remaining in con-
tact with infected dams for only a few hours. The occurrence of
visceral lesions due to this organism in the United States has not
been adequately evaluated although in one survey it was found
that as many as 8 per cent of the swine hearts were being con-
demned in one large Iowa packing plant because of pericarditis
typical of that produced by this organism.
M. hyorhinis has been found to be the most common secondary
invader in swine pneumonia in Iowa. It is not capable of initiating
a primary pneumonia. In one survey conducted by L'Ecuyer et aL,
over 50 per cent of the pneumonic lungs harbored this organism.
Roberts et al have demonstrated that there is a statistically sig-